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not sell us one. He replied that as far as he was con-
cerned lie was willing, but as his wife was not at home
he could not possibly entertain any offer, however advan-
tageous it might be. Such experiences befell us fre-
quently, and never failed to excite the surprise of my
Chinese and myself. By what means have these women
gained such a complete ascendency over the men, how
have they made their mastery so complete and so accept-
able to a race of lawless barbarians who but unwill-
ingly submit even to the authority of their chiefs, is a
problem well worth consideration.1 Would that Madame
Blavatsky, who has conferred on us so many esoteric
blessings derived from Tibet, might disclose to us this
mystery! She, or one of the mahatmas, her coadjutors
in the noble work of enlightening the world, who are
in constant relations with Tibet, probably could easily
solve this riddle, and unborn generations of oppressed
womankind would bless their names.
The next day we entered the basin of a little affluent of
the Dre ch'u, passing on the way six large lamaseries,2 one
of them most picturesquely situated on the summit of a
precipitous hill in the center of the valley, the little river
sweeping around its base. The country was well culti-
vated and the people busy plowing and weeding their
fields, men and women working together. Their plows
and hoes were of the most primitive description, the
blades of the latter implements being of wood. The
plows are made at or near Kanze, and the iron plow-
shares are imported from Ta-chien-hi.
*l find ia Dr. Win. Junker's re-    and haughty nature of those untamed
eently published " Travels in Africa,"    nomads."
p.   132, that   among   certain  Bega       2 One near Barta, at  the village
(Bedouin) tribes the wite " rules the    of Nojyle" (A.-----K-----'s Nagli), was
roost, in a way which it seems dif-    abandoned,
ficult to reconcile with the  defiant